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A Cƌedit RefeƌeŶĐe “Ǉsteŵ foƌ the CeŶtƌal AsiaŶ Higheƌ EduĐaioŶ Aƌea
What is it?  IŶ ŵost ƌegioŶs of the ǁoƌld todaǇ UŶiǀeƌsiies aŶd MiŶistƌies haǀe agƌeed oŶ Đƌedit sǇsteŵs 
to faĐilitate studeŶt ŵoďilitǇ aŶd the plaŶŶiŶg of Higheƌ EduĐaioŶ Pƌogƌaŵŵes. Most of these, iŶĐludiŶg 
the ECT“ ;EuƌopeaŶ Cƌedit TƌaŶsfeƌ aŶd AĐĐuŵulaioŶ “ǇsteŵͿ, aƌe ďased oŶ the iŵe studeŶts Ŷeed to 
aĐhieǀe the ƌeƋuiƌed ƌesults of theiƌ studies. That is, Đƌedits ataĐhed to ͞leaƌŶiŶg outĐoŵes͟ tell us ǁhat 
ǀoluŵe of leaƌŶiŶg a studeŶt has aĐhieǀed aŶd ǁhat ĐoŵpeteŶĐes he oƌ she has ateƌ ĐoŵpleiŶg a degƌee 
pƌogƌaŵŵe oƌ aŶǇ pieĐe of leaƌŶiŶg.
IŶ CeŶtƌal Asia, seǀeƌal ĐouŶtƌies haǀe iŵpleŵeŶted oƌ aƌe iŵpleŵeŶiŶg ECT“ as used iŶ the EuƌopeaŶ 
Higheƌ EduĐaioŶ Aƌea. Otheƌs use theiƌ oǁŶ sǇsteŵ foƌ ƋuaŶifǇiŶg studeŶt ǁoƌkload iŶ teƌŵs of iŵe. 
These ĐaŶ ďe ƌelated pƌopoƌioŶallǇ to the otheƌs, thus ĐƌeaiŶg a fƌaŵeǁoƌk foƌ ĐoŵpaƌisoŶ.

How can a credit reference system be useful?  A framework for comparing volumes of learning makes it 
possiďle foƌ uŶiǀeƌsiies to ĐoŵŵuŶiĐate ǁith eaĐh otheƌ usiŶg aŶ agƌeed laŶguage aŶd agƌeed paƌaŵeteƌs, 
pƌoŵote ŵoďilitǇ aŶd eŶsuƌe tƌaŶspaƌeŶĐǇ aŶd faiƌ ƌeĐogŶiioŶ of studeŶts’ ǁoƌk. Thus studeŶts ĐaŶ easilǇ 
it ŵoďilitǇ – ǁithiŶ theiƌ oǁŶ ĐouŶtƌǇ, ǁithiŶ the CeŶtƌal AsiaŶ ŵaĐƌo-ƌegioŶ, aŶd ǁith otheƌ ĐouŶtƌies of 
the ǁoƌld – iŶto theiƌ studǇ pƌogƌaŵŵes. 

What does it mean for students? A Đƌedit sǇsteŵ, oƌ a Đƌedit ƌefeƌeŶĐe sǇsteŵ ǁhiĐh Đlaƌiies the 
ƌelaioŶship ďetǁeeŶ degƌee pƌogƌaŵŵes aŶd theiƌ ǀaƌious ĐoŵpoŶeŶts iŶ difeƌeŶt uŶiǀeƌsiies oƌ 
ĐouŶtƌies, helps studeŶts to kŶoǁ ǁhat is eǆpeĐted of theŵ aŶd ǁhǇ, aŶd to ďeĐoŵe pƌotagoŶists of 
theiƌ oǁŶ leaƌŶiŶg eǆpeƌieŶĐe.  UŶiǀeƌsiies ĐaŶ plaŶ efeĐiǀe leaƌŶiŶg eǆpeƌieŶĐes, aŶd help studeŶts to 
aĐhieǀe ŵoƌe ŵeaŶiŶgful ƌesults. Woƌkload ďased Đƌedits ŵake it possiďle to studǇ iŶ difeƌeŶt ĐouŶtƌies 
oďtaiŶiŶg faiƌ ƌeĐogŶiioŶ foƌ ǁoƌk doŶe aďƌoad. TheǇ ĐaŶ paƌiĐipate iŶ Eƌasŵus+ IŶteƌŶaioŶal MoďilitǇ 
pƌogƌaŵŵes.

Does it have the support of Ministries?  The MiŶistƌies ƌespoŶsiďle foƌ Higheƌ EduĐaioŶ iŶ the iǀe CeŶtƌal 
AsiaŶ ĐouŶtƌies aƌe full paƌtŶeƌs iŶ the TuCAHEA CoŶsoƌiuŵ. TheǇ haǀe ǁoƌked ĐloselǇ ǁith the otheƌ 
paƌtŶeƌs oǀeƌ the past fouƌ Ǉeaƌs, aŶd ĐoŶtƌiďuted to desigŶiŶg the tools to suppoƌt iŶŶoǀaioŶ aŶd 
ĐoopeƌaioŶ iŶ the Higheƌ EduĐaioŶ Aƌea. The MiŶisteƌial RepƌeseŶtaiǀes haǀe issued Ϯ ĐoŵŵuŶiƋués oƌ 
stateŵeŶts iŶ suppoƌt of these aĐiǀiies.
Most ƌeĐeŶtlǇ ;Roŵe, ϮϬϭ6Ϳ theǇ deĐlaƌed: “[TuCAHEA] has elaborated a proposal for a Central Asian 
UŶiǀersiies’ Đredit refereŶĐe sǇsteŵ, ǁhiĐh faĐilitates traŶspareŶĐǇ aŶd ĐoŵŵuŶiĐaioŶ ďetǁeeŶ the 
ĐouŶtries […]. IŶ this ĐoŶteǆt, the Delegates of the MiŶistries assert their iŶterest iŶ usiŶg aŶd disseŵiŶaiŶg 
the aĐhieǀed results. The MiŶistrǇ represeŶtaiǀes  agree, furtherŵore oŶ ĐoordiŶaiŶg their Higher 
EduĐaioŶ sǇsteŵs so as to eŶsure greater ĐoŵpaiďilitǇ aŶd ďeter ǀisiďilitǇ iŶ the Higher EduĐaioŶ ǁorld.”

Wheƌe ĐaŶ I iŶd out ŵoƌe?  Full iŶfoƌŵaioŶ is aǀailaďle fƌoŵ the TuCAHEA ǁeďsite, fƌoŵ the PƌojeĐt Teaŵ, 
fƌoŵ TuCAHEA ŵeŵďeƌs aŶd, paƌiĐulaƌlǇ, fƌoŵ the CouŶtƌǇ CooƌdiŶatoƌs listed oŶ the ďaĐk of this lealet.
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